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HORSE’S MOUTH- HE 
MAY COME BACK TO 
BITE YOU 

Only provenance 
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The follow up – December 2023 
After an eight month investigation



Warmun Floods 
2011 – Art 
Centre flooded 
– paintings 
being 
evacuated by 
helicopter 



AIATSIS grant 2009 to secure archives at art 
centres in the East Kimberley 

Waringarri
Arts, 

Kununurra 

Warmun Art 
Centre Turkey 

Creek 

Jirrawun Arts, 
Derby 



Grad.Cert.Art Auth.

Grimwade Centre for 
Cultural Materials 
Conservation

University of 
Melbourne 

Prof.Robyn Sloggett. 

Expert witness 

Rover Thomas v Libertos,  
Forgery Case, County Court of 
Victoria, Melbourne,2007



Provenance   
Rating 

A – well-provenanced

B – strongly substantiated 

C - weakly substantiated 

D - problematic 

E – under examination 

F –proven to be fraudulent 



Primary sources for 
Rover Thomas work

Mary Macha  
based in Perth  

Waringarri 
Aboriginal Arts in 

Kununurra 



Good, Bad, 
and Ugly of 
art centres 

YES 

Warmun Art Centre

NO 

Warmun Art Inc. 

Warmun Traditional Arts 

Narangunny Art Traders



SOTHEBY’S in 
Australia 
Sotheby’s Australia 

Director: Robert Bleakley

Aboriginal Art department   

Art specialist: Tim Klingender



LAWSON MENZIES 

Adrian Newstead

Managing Director Lawson Menzies 

Cooee Art  



EKAM

EKAM 
• East 
• Kimberley 
• Art 
• Matters 



With apologies to Richard Bell 

If Aboriginal Art is a White thing  
And Aboriginal Art is a Real thing
Then FAKE Aboriginal Art is a White Thing.  

 



SEE: NMA Submission & Timeline 

written by Dr Suzanne Spunner  2022 
Co- signed by Assoc.Prof Lyndon Ormond-Parker              
&  Dr Jacky Healy

Website: suzannespunner.com/art-authentication  



Concluding 
remarks

The National Cultural Policy 
Revive 

• Findings and Actions

Productivity Commission report
• Relevant key findings and 

recommendations

Review of the Cultural Gifts 
program (Indigenous Art)


