LOST HOTELS - apostcard sedies

Them I tirst heard sbout the LAMEROO BEACH HOTEL of even tnore hostalgically, the Royal
Beach Hotel at Lamerooo I believed it had existed and it did but not in the semse it did in vy
magmation - later when Imet Steve Fox I foumd aut he'd been a quest there, it went in the
cyclone. I often walked on Lameroo Beach and always came home with pockets full of well water
washed glass. Other wonderful rormantic soundmg seaside hotels also went in the cyclone, THE
SEABREEZE at Nightclitf and were it not for that one evocative prhotograph of Bussel! Dissdale's
"AlE at the Seabreeze” I would have doubted its existence too, but T an sure about THE
FANNIE BAY HOTEL because at the Red Cross shop mLarrakeyah I found a cache of silver
plated seatood cocktail dishes engraved FBH which on further mquiry Tleamt had corne from
John Spellrnan who had salvaged thern after the cyclone. OF all these Lost Hotels I only really
knew THE HOTEL DARWIN . It had survived the bombing of Darwin and was reroofed atter the
cyclone , T was told that a lot of trouble was taken to match the distinctive blue tiles. Thappened ta
be visitmg last year on the Eatebul night it was dernolished and the nest day I went prowlmg outsids
the cyclone wire and black plastic tence to see if T could find 3 blue roof tile and all T foumd were
these rmiscule shards so thorough and meam was the demnolition,

They don't build hotels on the seafromt m Darwin anyrmore and today as I diive along Beach Bd on
Fort Phillip Bay there is one house that I swear has a roof tiled in that sarme blue.

SUZANNE SPUNNER, St Eilda
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