Good reasons why short feminists wear high heels |

high heels?
enquiry was earn-
est, even genuine. He thought
the mood had changed. He
said he'd noticed more of them
about — feminists or high
heels, I wondered.
en I endeavored to raise
the matter amongst a group of
women I knew they laughed
and refused to take me
seriously.

I looked at the bottom of my
wardrobe and noted that more
that two thirds of the shoes I
now possess are flat as a tack
and 60 per cent of them are
unabashedly made of plastic.
A further 10 per cent hide
beneath the appellation synth-
etic and the few leather ones I
g%ssess do have heels ranging

om mid to ultra high.

Now with the benefit of hind-

S HOULD feminists wear

sight and heelsight, I recall.

that in the mid-70s at the
height of pre Post-Feminsim,
my wardrobe contained no
'plastic whatever, a rogue
synthetic upper or two but the
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majority, in excess of 80 per
cent were natural leather shoes
with staggeringly high heels.

That comparison said more
about the parlous state of the
footwear trade and my declin-
ing finances than anything sig-
nificant about feminism.

Then I remembered that in
the mid-70s, when I was still
reading male writers, I'dread a
Frank Moorhouse story called,
The Girl Who Met Simone De
Beauvoir In Paris.

The central character was a
man obsessed by fantasies

about the girl who... and she
always wore wooden Dr
Scholls health sandals and
clopped about in a restaurant
where she was employed as a
casual waitress, driving him to
distraction by quoting Simone
at him and appearing to blame
him personally for the ills of
patriarchy.

In that man's mind these
shoes assumed a threatening
and awesome significance.

For the man they embodied
all that she stood for, and all
that he apparently feared
about feminism and more tel-
lingly, her.

I can't remember how the
story ends. It was amongst
what Moorhouse called a col-
lection of discontinuous narra-
tives, so it probably didn’t, but
I think she shlepped off in the
(sicholls leaving him high and

ry.

At that time I was and still
am, past continuous, a femin-
ist, I quoted Simone De
Beauvoir, and I knew a woman
who had written to her and
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received a reply, but I never
wore Dr Scholls.

I confess to owning a pair but
I always found them too un-
comfortable to wear. I bought
them because at that time
platform shoes were it.

Dr Scholls certainly were not
high heels. They were elevated
rather like dagwood sandwich
platforms made of pale Swed-
ish wood. So clearly at some
level I was responding to an
inchoate perception that they
approached ideological sound-
ness in a way that my pure
platforms did not.

I persisted longer with the
higher and more tainted form,
but after some nasty near ank-
le snaps I eventually gave

' them up too.

I had this problem you see, I
thought I was short, which I
was, also past continuous, and

| that if I wore high heels I would
. bgltauer and hence more notic-
| able. '

. For years in fact my feet or
| heels, like a Balinese baby’s,
- never touched the ground.

On the rare occasions when I
was forced to go barefoot in the
short-as-decently-possible pas-
sage from my strategically
positioned towel at the low
tide mark to the water’s edge,
or from the bed to the carpet in
the morning or from the bath
to the mat at night, I experi-
enced total Kkinasthetic di-
sorientation.

I thought I was falling back-
wards pivoting on my naked
heels.

The costs were pointed out
to me by a feminist movement
expert who observed my shoes
and pointed accusingly at my
calves. .

After forcing me to remove
the offending shoes she
announced, with righteous
glee, “I thought so! Just look at
your hamstrings., They've
shrunk!”

I'd never known I had them
let alone that they had

atrophied. I put my shoes back

on and sashayed off. She was
wearing what looked like
nurse’s shoes, but were shoes;

the ultimate in podiatric |

purlty. R LA PO ) :
Shortened hamstrings ﬁ'
could bear, but crushed sc
nerves were anothe
: That problemt ;
was pregnant
compounded later

everyone
wears thongs.




