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Ken And sister Gloria/Susie

Sorrento Primary School- Ken 39

Sorrento Primary School- Gloria

XTRA Ena Williams nee Erlandsen recalls that when her parents, Violet and
Thorald had the post office at Red Hill she spent school holidays at ‘Hillholme’.
Grandfather JWS would collect her from the Flinders Mail cart at the Sorrento
Post Office in his “float” or horse and cart; she was his pet and sat on the seat
beside him.
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XTRA Rye was gazetted in 1861 just as they arrived.
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Lime kiln in operation, drawing by Vic Keating
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Lithograph portrait of Charles Gavan Duffy
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Susan/Susannah Farmer and John SPUNNER had seven children

GOING TO SCHOOL

The first iteration Sorrento Common School

X Hiskens not Hiskins
BUILDING THE CHURCH

XTRA George Morce was from Pembrokeshire, same area as the Skelton
family. He arrived in Australia in 1865 and in Sorrento in 1871.
SERVANT OF TWO MASTERS (Duffy and COPPIN)
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Photographs:

‘Hillholme’ aerial view 1960s 85
‘Hillholme’ as I knew it 1950s

A LOST BATHING BOX 86
THE SPUNNER HEADSTONES AT RYE CEMETERY 88
Photographs:

‘Hillholme’ views with Palm tree fully grown 89

Various advertisements for ‘Hillholme’ Dairy
Susie Wishart’s drawn memory of ‘Hillholme’

A QUESTION OF FORGERY 90-94
AND AN ENTERPRISING HOUSEKEEPER 91
Photographs:

The widow- Margaret Sarah Stringer nee Spunner 92

The Window- “She hath done what she could” St Johns 93
THE FIRST HILLHOLME 94
BILL CROAD- SUSAN SPUNNER’S SON-IN-LAW 95-6

A SIMPLE COURT CASE
A LUCKY ESCAPE AND A SAD FATALITY

READING WRITING AND MAKING WILLS 96-103
THE WILL OF SUSAN SPUNNER

Photographs:

Susan Spunner’s will reproduced 100-1
ILLITERACY and CHARACTER 103

A LANDBOOMER OF SORTS 104
CALLED Susan SPOONER/Suzanne SPUNNER 105
THE MIDWIFE 106

?? Another Mrs Anderson was Edith nee Howitt, wife of Robert Anderson
of ‘Barragunda’, Cape Schanck, and his second wife, Isabel nee King, both
Mrs Andersons had children whose births were registered at Tootgarook,
while Susan Spunner was active as a midwife.

SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD 107
THE CHURCH AND THE SPUNNER RELICS 109-10
PLAN: St John’s, Sorrento 111
ON THE ANGLO IRISH IN VICTORIA 112-3
Photographs:

Various - of a barque and two very similar churches 113



John and Fanny Spunner
THE SECOND GENERATION
John William SPUNNER & Fanny Elenor ELDRED 114-161

JOHN & SUSAN SPUNNER, THEIR CHILDREN & THEIR FAMILIES 116-19
XTRA The grandchildren of Margaret Sarah Stringer nee Spunner married
into other well-known Sorrento families. George William Stringer (1913-1998),

son of Bert Stringer married Jean NEWTON (1913-1976). 116
X Nina Susan Mathisen was not known as “Lena”, rather her niece Helena
Mary Mathisen was known as “Lena”. 117
XTRA Mathisen Avenue was also known as Mathisen Lane

X Houses built by Bill Croad, Not ‘Wellbank’ but ‘WestBank’ 118
J W SPUNNER (1867-1948) & F E ELDRED (1873-1963) 120
Photographs:

Mrs Emily Eldred-the Hotelier

ROSE Postcard showing The Back Beach Palace 122
Mrs Eldred and her daughters

An Eldred Family Wedding 1897 123
THE ELDREDS AN ENGLISH FAMILY Lil Glover c1998 124

The Hotelier- MRS EMILY ELDRED

XTRA The Back Beach Coffee Palace catered for young people not able

to afford the luxury of the Sorrento or e Continental hotels; it advertised

“collar and tie for dinner” all other meals “dress is informal” so it would have
been a popular meeting place for locals and visitors, so no wonder the Eldred
girls and the Spunner boys met! 125
The man who lost two fortunes - MR CHARLES ELDRED

XTRA Eldred family legend says Grandfather Eldred was an inveterate gambler.
AN ELDRED WEDDING 126
THE SORRENTO ELDREDS 127
SIERRA NEVADA: a Ship Founders, we lose our moral compass 128-39
TIMELINE OF A FAMILY’S SHAME

SIERRA NEVADA IN BLACK AND WHITE

A WRECKING EVENT

Photographs:

The Whisky Hole, Sierra Nevada Rocks, Portsea 130
English Art Pottery

Teacup Saucer and Plate 131

XTRA- Ena Williams nee Erlandsen recalled that her grandmother, Fanny
had a set of half a dozen of these teacup sets and that Ena was always told
there was one each granddaughter, however, she never got hers.

Day-book Sorrento Court of Petty Sessions

The union of the ELDREDs and the SPUNNERs at Sorrento 139
Photographs:

Union of the Spunner and Eldred families at Sorrento c1901 140
May Beatrice Spunner nee Eldred and three of her children c1916

THE STEAMERS, THE CABS AND THE TRAMS 141-5
Photographs:

Cabbies lined up waiting at Sorrento Pier 143

Tram Terminus at Sorrento Back Beach



MAKING THE ROADS 146-7
XTRA - John Spunner recalls that his father Norm told him, how with his older
brothers, he helped grandfather, JWS to dig out the Rockpool at the Sorrento Back
Beach, they used horse pulling a scoop to get the rocks out.

A LOST PAINTING 148
A PIANO IN THE HOUSE 148-53
XTRA- Mystery finally solved- MCL was not as I speculated the Men’s Christian
League, rather it is an acronym for the Ministering Children’s League, founded in

1885 in the UK by the Countess of Meath, a Victorian philanthropist. It had adult

and child members and supported orphanages and Cottages by the Sea. Although it

was non- sectarian, the Sorrento branch was run through St John’s church and met

at the Mechanics Institute.

Photographs:

Mrs Fanny Spunner 150
Musical programmes

Sorrento Bandstand 151

The Sorrento Brass Band

XTRA Ena Williams nee Erlandsen recalls that her grandmother, Fanny had a
“beautiful voice” and used to say- “I could sing on the Conti Hill and everyone
would stop to listen”.

XTRA I recall KJS told us when we were fighting, that our Nana Spunner/Fanny

always told him, “Little birds in their nests agree for fear of falling out”. 153
THE PORTSEA PADDOCKS and THE PHANTOM HOTEL 154-161
THE MAN WHO WAS NOT INTERESTED IN BUILDING A HOTEL

Photographs:

JWS Sorrento Football Club 155
JWS Point Nepean Rifle Club

KJS birdnesting in the Portsea Paddocks 158
MAP showing disposition of blocks owned by Spunners and Weekleys

PORTSEA MAP 1937 159

XTRA “’Tintagel’- mesmerising ocean and bay views. Portsea’s largest land release ...
blue-chip locale at Tintagel farm with its origins dating back to the 1800s”
Peninsula/Sotheby’s International Realty. Advertisement, Domain, May 28, 2021.
Proof that provenance is ahistorical yet again! 161



Wedding photo: Lance(seated) Dorothie, Jack Spunner, Bestman and Coral Rose, flowergirl
THE THIRD GENERATION

Lance Wallace SPUNNER & Dorothie Ida Jean ROSE 162-205
THE FAMILY BIBLE 164
FANNY and JOHN SPUNNER’S CHILDREN 165
Photographs:
Pages from the Spunner Family Bible 166-7
A CAREER IN THE POST OFFICE 168
SOME EARLY SORRENTO TELEPHONE NUMBERS
THE ERLANDSENS 168-71

XTRA Edith Erlandsen’s pianola is still in the family.
THE SORRENTO BATHS

THE FARMERS IN THE FAMILY 172-174
FRANK and NORMAN SPUNNER

The GLOVER:S of ‘Patterdale’ 175
XTR ‘Patterdale’ farm was located on Browns Rd at Main Ridge

Photographs:

The Footballers Ball, Sorrento 1936 176

Miss Lily Spunner almost Miss Australia
KJS as toddler with Doll et al in Main Street c1930

LAL AND DOLL SPUNNER 177-79
Photographs:

Doll and Lal Back Beach Sorrento 179
Doll the Bathing Belle

Doll, Lal and Frank Spunner on Sorrento Pier
Lal on Spunner’s Fence

X When KJS was born his mother’s parents, the Roses lived at ‘Bonheur’, 180
Nicholson St, East Coburg.

THE ROSE FAMILY - APPARENTLY A VERY ENGLISH FAMILY 180-4
Photographs:

The Rose Family 181
Rose’s Electrical Store, Sydney Rd, Brunswick

Doll with young Ken and Gloria and sister Coral on the Sorrento Pier 182
Doll and Lal with children Ken and Gloria and Sarah Rose at Sorrento 183
A Rose family Wedding

GOING TO SCHOOL IN SORRENTO continued 184-5
EVERYONE GATHERS AT ‘HILLHOLME’ 185-7

X Thorald Erlandsen did not fight in WW11, rather his brother Alan Erlandsen
enlisted as a corporal in the Army.

Photographs:

The Immediate and extended family 186
John and Fanny Spunner with five of their six children

X Not taken at ‘Hillholme’, Ena Williams nee Erlandsen, says the photographs

were taken at Balnarring behind the General Store where Lil and Harry Glover were
then living, and that you can see Balnarring church in the background.

Ena believes the occasion was Fanny and John Spunner’s Wedding Anniversary.



Her father, Thorald Erlandsen suggested the venue as there was a large room in
the residence attached, and it is not Tally Erlandsen and his wife Vi, in the photograph,
rather it is Arnold and Elaine Erlandsen.

LAL and DOLL - THEIR SORRENTO FRIENDS 187-190
Photographs:

Various pages from Leo and Mabel Johnson’s Autograph Book 189
SORRENTO FAMILY SKEINS 190

XTRA We also appear to be related to the Newton and Redman families, as per NHS
Family Tree of Sorrento Pioneer families.

THE OLD COLONISTS, THE ANA and THE FREEMASONS 191-2
XTRA The Rose family whom Lal Spunner married into were also Freemasons.

THE SIDE BY SIDE SALOONS 193-7
SITTING STILL 195

XTRA When young, Ena Erlandsen had beautiful long wavey hair and during the
war when evacuation threatened it had to be cut. Grandfather JWS took her to Aunty
Dorrie (Doll Spunner) to do the deed. JWS was most upset, he didn’t want her hair cut
and Ena cried.

THE LADIES

THE MENS

Photographs:

The Saloons in the Main Street 194
Mens and Ladies side by side

The Video shop where the saloons were

Lal in his domain 197
Advertisement for Spunner’s Hairdressers

Doll on the front lawn at Melbourne Rd

WHERE WAS THE BILLIARD ROOM? 198
XTRA- There was an earlier robbery reported on 22, June,1935. “Thieves broke a
window at the rear of the billiard room, but could not get through a steel lined door
leading to the (tobacconist) shop”.

OLD HARRY WILLIAMS

RECOLLECTIONS CAN BE SKEWED BUT WE ALL REMBER SLIPS 199-200
PLAYING GOLF AND STARTING GOLF CLUBS 200-4
XTRA- Those stones of course, were loose limestone

Photographs:

Portsea golfing group 201

Advertisement for Sorrento Golf Club

Ken with golf club at Melbourne Rd

Three engraved silver golf spoons won by Doll Spunner 204
THE WHALES CAME AND WENT 205



Wedding photo: Ken and Gloria Spunner
THE FOURTH GENERATION
Kenneth Jack SPUNNER and Gloria Peggy PARKINSON 207-75

KEN and GLORIA- Mr & Mrs KJ Spunner 208
XTRA- Ena Williams told me her mother, Violet Erlandsen always had a soft spot

for KJS and when my parents married, they spent the last week of their honeymoon

at Wangaratta with Vi and Thorald amidst comparative luxury, whereas when they

left, the newlyweds said they would be setting up house with butter box furniture.

X the SEC refers to State Electricity Commission (of Victoria)

THE PARKINSONS 209-27
XX Marjory not Marjorie, and her twin sister Eileen were born and died in 1920,

not c1921 as I had surmised. All the Parkinson children were born in the Cottage

Hospital, Gnowangerup and their births registered in Katanning, WA. 209
Photographs:
ROSE postacard Monte Vista 210

MonteVista advertisement

Melbourne Rd, Lal and Doll Spunner’s house

The young, engaged couple

Formal photo of the wedding party 211
Wedding photo with in-laws

ROSE postcard The Sorrento Hotel

XXX My mother’s grandfather’s name was Alfred Ernest, and her father Archie 212
was born in Macclesfield, Cheshire not nearby in Bolington, Manchester as

my mother believed. Archie came from a family of four sons and four daughters.

His elder brother, Albert Edward Alfred Parkinson was born in the UK in 1885.

Soon after Alfred and Beatrice Parkinson emigrated to Australia arriving in Sydney,
where the rest of the family was born — Elzie Maude 1886, Harold Watson1888,
Stanley 1890, and my grandfather, Archie Watson 1891 or 1895 in South Yarra —

the date of his birth is contested and despite my mother’s efforts his birth certificate

is lost - followed by Esther Beatrice 1897, Marjory Kathleen (Tiny)1898 and Amy
Evelyn in1901 in Richmond, making Archie the fourth and youngest son, not the eldest.
THE PARKINSONS AT BLAIRGOWRIE 213-232
XTRA Before it was known as Blairgowrie, the area was called Sorrento East 213
X “Hand-coloured” is more accurate than “tinted”

XTRA House design is quite likely based on the Beaufort Homes plan.

?? Is it Bow as her son Keith wrote it, or Bo as I have now seen it written earlier

on a photograph in my mother’s hand?

Photographs:

Archie Parkinson in his soldier’s uniform 214
Archie and Stella’s wedding photo

Stella in a a soldier’s unform

Stella in the prize wheat crop in WA

Stella holding Bertie with a Nyoongar woman and child and a kangaroo 215
Parkinson children playing with Nyoongar children at ‘Corumup’

Bertie, Des, Sylvia, Vonnie and baby Gloria

Stella and Archie and family

XTRA Mathew Flinders named Schnapper Point near Mornington because

of the resemblance of the land formation to the fish’s head. 217
X Not built by Laccos



XTRA ‘Swan C 50’ is believed to have been one of the last gaff-rigged fishing
vessels, built c1949, by Peter Locke at Queenscliff, in the transition of his business
to Bob and John Cayzer. The boat was commissioned for AW and DH Parkinson
as a commercial craft to fish barracouta and schnapper to supply their fish shop.

The hull’s carvel is planked in NZ Kauri pine, ribs are fastened by copper clenched nails,

the deck is traditionally laid in QLD beech and the spars are built of Oregon. 217

Gloria and Sylvia Parkinson 218
A picnic on the block

Bo/w and DesBo/w and her bridesmaids, Gloria and Sylvia

The Parkinson house 219

Stella on a bike

Stella and Archie with baby Kay
XTRA Fowl house and vegetable patch in the background
Keith in fishing overalls with his grandmother, Stella.
Photographs:
Bo/w posing on surfboard 222
The cousins holding onto surfboard

Gloria posing
XTRA Beach in front of the Fish Shop. See Ti Tree groynes in background

Cousins on surfboards 223
XTRA ‘The Swan’- Later Keith Parkinson set her up for competitive sailing and in
1981, she won the Camerons Bight Easter Sternchaser. Before the Couta Boat Club
had a permanent home, the Parkinsons hosted the event with a seafood picnic on
the shore opposite their fish shop. 224
XTRA Extremely rare, unique photographic proof of Stella Parkinson at the beach!
Playing in Des’s boat

The Cousins again
XTRA Missing surname- Lyla Lynch was a local woman who worked at the

Sorrento post Office.
X Wrong date should be 1977 not 1987.
Photographs:

Three girls at Blairgowrie Beach 226
At Morotai Street with Keith and Mick

On the front lawn. Fish Shop in background
Holden car- Suzanne and Keith on the bonnet 227
Holden Car — us all on the bonnet
A WAKE FOR A SURFER 228
Photographs:

Three boys on bikes, Keith and Mick Parkinson with Bruce Jones 230
Parkinson Fish packet
Des Parkinson with his sons, Keith and Michael

‘The Swan’ Couta boat with its distinctive red sail 231
Carving of a schnapper made by Des
Des with a big schnapper
Des smoking a pipe
NEVER TURN YOUR BACK ON THE SEA
Photographs:
Mick riding a wave 234
Mick- The Glorious Youth
Parkinson surfboard labels
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The Paddle out for Mick Parkinson

XTRA Cape Schanck /Woolermyrong

XTRA- In February 1931, a nineteen year old schoolteacher, from Boneo was
accidentally drowned when swimming with seven other young men at Cape Schanck,
he was caught in the strong undercurrents and “carried out to sea”. 236
XTRA Lance Highfield was one of the Lighthouse keeper’s kids at Cape Schanck.

He recalls, “We were always warned about the sea. My parents were water-wise

like that and so were we. We got ourselves in some situations at times on the cliffs,
which I’d never ever go near again. It frightens me to think now of some of the places
we used to climb down and up, when you’re a kid you do it, no fear, but we saw what
happened. We had people disappear, so you see what happens, we knew all about how
you get yourself in strife around the sea.” In my Autograph Book Lance Highfield wrote:
“I’d like to be a ship / sailing on the sea / I’d like to be a ship / Wherever I may be”.

KEN SPUNNER AND THE TWO GLORIAS 236
WISH - JOHN PATRICK WISHART (1929-1956) 237-243
Photographs:

Gloria with future her mother-in-law and sister-in-law 238

Ken and Gloria, Susie and Wish

Menu from the Sorrento Premiership Ball (dishes named after the players)

Susie with her bridesmaids, Ena Erlandsen and Anne Wishart 239
Wedding photo-Wish and Susie

Wedding photo with the in-laws

Shark attack. Collage of newspaper headlines 242
Launch of the surfboat ‘John Wishart’ newspaper pix.

A PHOTOGRAPH AT HILLHOLME 245
DEDICATION OF THE WINDOW TO JOHN & FANNY SPUNNER

FRED MAZZOLETTI 241,244
X Tim and Vicki married 1993

Photographs:

Fred and Susie’s wedding at St Johns 246
On Christmas Day at Hotham Rd

On the steps of ‘Hillholme’ 247
Playing with the cousins

A Rose family wedding

THE THREE OF US 248
Family details for Suzanne, Kay, Gillian Spunner and cousin, Carole McKnight
GOING TO SCHOOL AGAIN 249
Sorrento Primary, Boneo State School, Rosebud High School, Frankston High School
THE SPUNNERS PLAYED A LOT OF SPORT 250
FOOTBALL

Photographs:

Three Sorrento football teams KJS played for... 253
SORRENTO RECREATION RESERVE THE FOOTY GROUND 254
THE FARM ON MELBOURNE ROAD ° 256
HORSE, HORSE RACING AND BETTING 257

XTRA The inclination to bet and gamble clearly was strong in both the Eldred and
the Spunner sides of the family.

MISS GYMKHANA AND ME AND US TOO 256
Photographs:

Sorrento Gymkhana parade goes past ‘Hillholme’ 259



Childrens prize-winners
Sorrento Junior Football team

THINKING ABOUT MY FATHER 260-2
His friends, Alan Wilson and Alan Brown

Photographs:

Cricket with Lal Brown at Frankston High 261

KJS and the Wilson brothers

The Browns and the Spunners at dinner in a Spanish restaurant in Sydney

FLINDERS SHIRE COUNCIL 262-5
XTRA The S Bend was known as “Davey’s Bend” after David Cairns, aka

Blacks Camp Davey. He worked with TB Muntz the engineer who surveyed

Main Creek Rd.

THE MILLIONAIRES WALK 265
THE SUMMER WHEN HAROLD HOLT DISAPPEARED 266-9
XTRA The Cape Schanck lighthouse keeper’s wife, Mrs Highfield worked at the
Rosebud telephone exchange, so she was one of the first people to know —

according to her son, Lance “She knocked off at three in the afternoon and came

home and said- ‘Holt’s disappeared and they’re looking for him at Portsea’.

Obviously, we weren’t surprised when they didn’t find a body because we’d

seen that happen ... there were theories that went around about the Russian

sub coming and taking him away — Who’d want to take Holt away, fair dinkum?”
Photographs:

Harold Holt with his daughters-in-law in bikinis 267
Flyer for Tom Katz dance in Sorrento

Suzanne at Essendon Airport looking stylish in pantsuit

MY 218 BIRTHDAY AT THE ROSEBUD COUNTRY CLUB 270
Photographs:
All my cousins 271

Suzanne with the Olds
Ken and Gloria Spunner and the three girls

REAL EASTATE K SPUNNER &ASSOC. 270
Photographs:
Shire of Flinders Coat of Arms 272

KIS and Gloria Spunner with the Governor of Victoria

Cartoon about Greens Bush

GREENS BUSH AND THE ROLE OF KJS IN SAVING IT... 273
AT MELBOURNE RD ALL TOGETHER FOR THE LAST TIME

XTRA KJS might look tanned but he only got a tanned face and forearms from
driving the tractor never from sunbathing or beach going.

Photographs:

With Nan, Doll Spunner at Melbourne Rd, two very similar family photographs 274
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Four wedding photos: Suzanne and lan, Kay and Mitch, Gillian and Bob and Suzanne and lan
with Lawrence and Stella later on — somebody finally made it to St Johns, Sorrento!
THE FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH GENERATION AND BEYOND 275-328

AN EXCURSION TO BONEO 278-309
?? It has been suggested that John Cain named the farm, "Midway”’- I had not considered this,
to date I have not found any evidence only assertion. Correspondence gratefully received ...

THE OLD FARM NEPEAN PARK BONEO VIA FINGAL 279
Photographs:

MAP Showing the main features of Boneo 280
PLAN The house as I remember it 281
Nepean Park the ruins

Gloria atop the haycart 282
Carting hay

Building the hayshed at ‘Nepean Park’

Suzanne in bassinette. See kerosene stove in background 284
With Mum and my doll and baby sister Kay

On the horse with Dad

KIJS at ‘Nepean Park’

THE BONEO ELECTRIC LIGHT BALL 285-9
Photographs:

At a wedding with Mum and Dad 288

Advertisement for Barn dances at Boneo and the Phillip Ballroom
The glamorous Spunner family

‘The Weekly Times’ special full page feature on the Boneo Ball 289
XTRA Mr Craig, the upholsterer was Gordon Craig, Harriet Skelton’s grandson. 290
MY MOTHER GLORIA 291-2
THE PEAS AND OTHER VEGETABLES 292-4
Photographs:

The pea harvest showing trucks and the pea viners 293
My potato bag design

XTRA The Highfield brothers, Lance, Desi and Terry - from the lighthouse were among
those boys who worked for your dad- “1 remember we used to work in a market garden,
picking up potatoes... picking up tomatoes, throwing cabbages on trucks and we’d work

all day, eight to ten hour day, depending on how much had to be done ... we outlaid half

a day to a days’ wages to buy the newest Johnny O’Keefe album, ‘Twist and Shout’...

so we appreciated our money because we earned it.”

Photographs:

The Dromana Hospital 295
In the stockade in matching outfits

At the Garden of the Moon

Peninsula vernacular- clipped cypress trees and Dromana granite stonework

XTRA Murray Moser’s helicopter was innovative not merely inventive, according to

Ron Brain- “How about that Mars Helicopter it has Counter Rotating Propellers?

Murray Moser made a Helicopter with them nearly 70 years before NASA.

That must put West Rosebud on the map.... For the record the counter rotating

Propellers stop the helicopter spinning around the propeller shaft. Therefor no need

for the second small propeller to keep the helicopter from spinning.” Facebook, May 2021
SEAT BELTS FOR A STATION WAGON 296
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XTRA ‘Burrabong’ note also Barrabang and Boneyong for Boneo and consider

Boniyoong is the Aboriginal name for a bandicoot.

THE SWAMP AKA THE TOOTGAROOK WETLANDS 296-7
Photographs:

Boneo Primary

With an orphaned lamb

Tea party in the Stockade

OUR STOCKADE- SNAKES AND CORRUGATED IRON 298-300
Photographs:

Le Soeuf’s Aquarium on foreshore at the end of Boneo Rd

The Interior

The Snake pit

With Mum and the big snakes

XTRA In the background the enormous Moreton Bay Fig Tree

FOXES 301
Photograph:

Cattle drinking from, a bore head

BRACKEN BOXTHORN AND SUPERPHOSPHATE 302
Photographs:

‘Nepean Park’ accounts 303
ON BONEO ROAD

THE BLACKS CAMP 304-5

XTRA The Blacks Camp area is some five acres and was not surveyed until 1927 when

it was added to the Shire of Flinders. In 1870 it was the location of the first Boneo School,

a wattle and daub structure, which was established by Robert Anderson of ‘Barragunda’

and built by his workers.

XTRA The Australian Illustrated News of 1865 reported, ‘a splendid kangaroo hunt’.

“Our party consisted of seventeen guns, besides the driver, cooks etc ... From Dromana

off we set over the side of the mountain known as Arthurs Seat. Having done over twelve
miles, killing a snake or two on the way, we were not long in getting the tents pitched and
well-carpeted with cut ferns... at our destination, the Blacks Camp waterhole three miles
from Cape Schanck. In ten days we returned to town having bagged over two

hundred kangaroos” 305
XTRA John Cain an “early identity” was born at Rye in 1844 recalled, “At first there were a
few tribes of native blacks who were always friendly and would go down in the holes at the
Back beach and catch cray-fish which they would exchange for flour and other food”.

Mornington Standard, 110ctober, 1900. 305
BACK ON BONEO ROAD 306
Photographs:

At ‘Nepean Park’ with cousins

KIS droving cattle from his car

The two-tone Holden

THE PINES FIRE 308
XTRA It was commonly thought by many locals that if the Pines caught fire, Rosebud
would go. According to our neighbour, Bruce Crichton the fire burnt for two or three

days. Fortunately it did not jump Jetty Rd — the wind changed and it burnt back on itself.
Photographs;

Front page of ‘The Sun ‘for The Fire 309
Our birthday party at’Burrabong’ Cape Schank

X Not Hedges but Susan and Christine Hedger.
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‘Burrabong’ the house
Me on my bike heading off to High School

Form 1A, Rosebud High School 311
List of everyone in my class
BEYOND BONEO ROAD 312

XTRA Re the bright lights of Rosebud; Lance Highfield remembers,

“Christmas time Rosebud’s population used to swell because a heap of people used to

come And have their annual holidays down at Rosebud, all along the foreshore, so there

were plenty of teenage girls, it was a great time, great music, we thoroughly enjoyed it”
While Lance remembers the influx of new girls, I recall the city boys.

Photographs:

Rosebud High School Girls Swimming Team 313
ROSE postcard Rosebud Swimming Pool

HIS FIRST HAIRCUT

HILLHOLME THE FIRST AUCTION 314
Photographs:

‘Hillholme’ drawing,

‘Hillholme’ nameplate,

All of us before the auction

FROM THE SORRENTO HOTEL TO HOTEL SORRENTO 316-8
Photographs:

His First haircut, KJS and grandson Lawrence

ROSE postcard Rosebud Foreshore

? Dispute as to whether Amy Munday ran Pedalo Boats or someone else did.

Ian Gray on Rosebud Foreshore possibly before or after riding in a Pedalo boat ...

SAILING BOATS AND SAILING CLUBS 318
XTRA Tally Erlandsen whose home ‘Laeso’ was opposite The Baths, had the vision and

he became Rear Commodore, the Treasurer was Mick Hutchins who was Des Parkinson’s
fisherman friend at Cameron’s Bight.

XTRA Dr Joseph Bartley was the owner of ‘Doon’ on the Rosebud foreshore

BLAIRGOWRIE- THE LIFE SAVING TRACK 319
Additions to Jack Ritchies drawing of The Camps and The Lifesaving Track
BLAIRGOWRIE -KIRWWOD STREET 320-3

XTRA our beach and our rockpool known locally as The Octopus Pool, had been previously
claimed by writer Neilma Sidney (the pen name of Neilma Gantner nee Myer) who spent her
summer holidays at Sorrento. She writes about the Blairgowrie area she knew preWar, late
1930s, the same time as KJS was fishing the ledges with his father and uncle Norm;

“a headland they called Aquarium Point because of the tiny cement edged pools at its base
which were daily freshened by the spray... and a deep rock pool nestled in the reef ... (where)
they gazed into the clear depths of the pool for the octopus that might be lurking”
Photographs:

The Age Small Homes feature on House T310

Kirwoods St house as it was designed and as it was...

THE RED TABLE A FAMILY HEIRLOOM 323-5
XTRA The lost drawer has appeared still painted red

XTRA Moderne sideboard is likely to be a Snelling Line modular piece by Douglas Snelling.

VISITING THE MISSSES CAIN AT PORTSEA 325-8
AT BLAIR UNDER BLUE SKIES

Photograph:

My grandsons- three boys, not named Gregory Kenneth 327
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REFERENCES 330-3

AFTERWORD - WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 334-40
XTRA SOURCES:

Annotations by Ray Gibb April 2021
Additional information on the larger Parkinson family supplied by Debbie Dixon and

Cheryl Davies by email and also from family tree information at the NHS. April 2021
Telephone Conversation with Ena Williams nee Erlandsen April 2021
Ron Brain on Facebook May 2021
Some other recent Facebook posts including from John Spunner 2021/2022

Lance Highfield Interview: Australians at War Film Archive. Accessed online.  April 2004
Closer reading of Ruth Gooch revealed more details on The Blacks Camp

Briefing at the Coloured Wall - A History of the Sorrento Sailing Club 1948-1998
David Haskins 1999

Beyond the Bay (Prologue) Neilma Sidney 1966

Between the Firebreaks - Memoirs of the Rosebud Pine Plantation
Margaret A Storey 2016

The Tradition Lives On: A register of the historic couta boats. Australian Couta Boat
Association Inc. (See: entry p. 368) Ed. Ralph Wilson et al. 2021
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